[Date]
North Evaluation Unit

Regulatory Division, CESWG-RDE

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Galveston District

2000 Fort Point Road

Galveston, Texas 77550

SWG_public_notice@usace.army.mil
Re: Permit Application No. SWG-2007-00321 by Johnson Beach Development, LLC.

To whom it concerns:
The [Organization name] is writing to express our objections to Permit Application No. SWG-2007-321 which proposes to fill 0.72 acres of non-tidal wetlands adjacent to Houston Audubon's Bolivar Flats Shorebird Sanctuary in Port Bolivar, Galveston County, Texas. The world-famous sanctuary is visited by thousands of birdwatchers each year due to the large numbers of wintering, migrating, and breeding shorebirds found there. The sanctuary becomes more important for birds each year as coastal development and recreational beach use diminishes this critical wetland habitat. Allowing a development in such close proximity to the sanctuary will damage the habitat for wildlife and reduce eco-tourism dollars coming to Galveston County.   
Development at this site is detrimental for the following reasons:
1) Wetlands are being filled in violation of the Clean Water Act which prohibits the filling of wetlands for development that is NOT water dependent.
2) Wetlands in general are rapidly being lost due to development and subsidence. Dune-swale wetlands are an important source of fresh water for wildlife in coastal systems which are extremely difficult to replace. 
3) Storm water runoff from the proposed development will flow into nearby wetlands. This runoff may contain herbicides, automobile petroleum products, insecticides, fertilizers and pet waste leading to contamination and decreasing wetland productivity. 
4) Buildings, paving of streets and sidewalks will increase the amount and speed of storm water draining into adjacent wetlands. The developer has not addressed these hydrological changes in their mitigation plan. 

5) Use of mosquito control chemicals in the development would damage sanctuary wetland productivity, eliminating food for birds and other wildlife.
6) Placing the infrastructure to support a residential development along Rettilon Road will impact jurisdictional wetlands adjacent to the road. These shallow wetlands are important wildlife habitat, and these infrastructure projects will also require permits for which the U.S.A.C.E. has not reviewed and approved. 
7) The proposed discharge activities and development are located in an area that has been designated as critical habitat for endangered over- wintering Piping Plovers. Increased traffic on the beach (golf carts, dogs, and people) will result in increased disturbance of Piping Plovers and the thousands of other birds that use the beach. 
8) The close proximity of the proposed activities and subsequent development to a known breeding population of federally threatened Black Rails warrants further investigation into potential negative effects caused by a development before a permit is issued.

9) Endangered Kemp’s Ridley Turtles are known to nest on the Bolivar Peninsula. Increased beach traffic and development lighting have the potential to negatively impact turtle nesting.

10) Rettilon Road is bordered by wetlands and regularly floods during extreme high tides and storm events. Development residents will find this inconvenient and ask that the road be elevated. Road construction will negatively impact adjacent wetlands.
11) The proposed discharge activities and development are located seaward of the proposed Coastal Spine project. In the inevitable event of a major hurricane debris and a wide array of pollutants from the development are likely to impact the critical wetland habitats adjacent to the project.

12) The applicants plan shows fill material, but does not specify a source. We have concerns that the fill material has the potential to harbor seeds and/or plant material from non-native invasive species which would pose a threat to nearby natural resources. 

13) A review of aerial imagery from this location shows previous filling of wetlands. Wetland areas created by Hurricane Ike in 2008 were filled circa 2014. Any further filling of wetlands in the project area should be rejected.
14)  [Additional comments]
The proposed development will have far-reaching negative effects on one of our region's most valuable environmental assets. I request the Corps of Engineers deny the permit application and request an Environmental Impact Statement be conducted.
Sincerely,

[Name]
[Printed Name]

[Address]

